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T e n n e s s e e  W a l k i n g  H o r s e

BUILT IN 1871 BY JESSE OVERALL, WHAT IS

NOW KNOWN AS THE WALKING HORSE HOTEL

(PICTURED BELOW) IN WARTRACE, TENNESSEE WAS

ORIGINALLY KNOWN AS THE OVERALL HOUSE. IT

STARTED OUT AS A ROOMING HOUSE THAT

PROVIDED LODGING FOR FAMILIES, MOST OF THE

AREA SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND, OF COURSE,
TRAVELERS. DURING THE 21 YEARS THAT JESSE

OWNED THE PROPERTY, THE HOTEL ALSO PROVIDED

OFFICE SPACE FOR DOCTORS AND DENTISTS.
FOLLOWING HIS WIFE’S DEATH IN 1938,

JESSE SOLD THE HOTEL TO WALKING HORSE

ENTHUSIASTS FLOYD AND OLIVE CAROTHERS, WHO

SUBSEQUENTLY CHANGED ITS NAME TO FLOYD’S
WALKING HORSE HOTEL. ONE OF THE

CAROTHERS’ FIRST POST-PURCHASE ACTIONS WAS

TO PLACE ON THE ROOF OF THE HOTEL A WEATHER

VANE IN THE SHAPE OF A TENNESSEE WALKING

HORSE COMPLETE WITH RIDER.
NOT ONLY WAS THE HOTEL HOME TO

FLOYD AND OLIVE, IT WAS ALSO HOME TO THE

HORSE FLOYD SHOWED TO THE VERY FIRST

TENNESSEE WALKING HORSE WORLD GRAND

CHAMPIONSHIP – STROLLING JIM. THE GREAT

GELDING WAS STABLED BEHIND THE HOTEL, ONLY

ABOUT 90 YARDS FROM THE BACK DOOR. UPON HIS

DEATH, HE WAS BURIED NEAR THE STABLE AND HIS

HEADSTONE STILL STANDS TODAY.

DURING THE CAROTHERS’
TENURE AT THE HOTEL, IT BECAME

THE PLACE TO STAY IN MIDDLE

TENNESSEE FOR MEMBERS OF THE

WALKING HORSE COMMUNITY.
DECORATED WITH WALKING HORSE

PHOTOS AND MEMORABILIA, THE

HOTEL’S PARLORS OFTEN HOSTED

LIVELY CONVERSATIONS AND

SPIRITED WAGERING REVOLVING

AROUND THE TENNESSEE WALKING

HORSE INDUSTRY.
AFTER HER HUSBAND’S

DEATH IN 1943, OLIVE OPERATED

THE HOTEL ALONE UNTIL 1958.
SINCE THAT TIME, THE HOTEL HAS HAD SEVERAL

OWNERS. IT REMAINS OPEN TODAY AND CONTINUES

TO BE A POPULAR STOP FOR MANY IN THE WALKING

HORSE COMMUNITY.

This page: Lorem ipsum dolsit amet, cibsectetyr adipscint eiusmod temper incidute ut laboer et

dolore magna a enim quis nostrud exerciatio laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Du color in reprenenderit in boklulptate velit ess e molest illum coleore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Opposite page: Lorem ipsum dolsit amet, cibsectetyr adipscint eiusmod temper incidute ut

laboer et dolore magna a enim ad minimim veniamia quis nostrud exerciatio laboris nisi ut

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Du color in reprenenderit in boklulptate velit ess e molest

illum coleore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. At vero eos et dignissim qui blandit prasesent lupt.

Doloreeue fuguate nulla pariatur. 

FLOYD’S HOTEL


